
 

 1 

Eventful company history on woven façade   

 

To mark its 100th anniversary, ZF Friedrichshafen AG in Schweinfurt 

has recreated its eventful company history in a new museum. For this, 

Baurconsult architects and engineers converted the old production hall 

in Ernst-Sachs-Straße, named after the company's founder, into a 

stylish showroom. The entire building complex is surrounded by a 

shimmering skin of metallic fabric from GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG.  

 

The 850 square metre production hall at the Schweinfurt North plant, which 

was still in use until December 2013, has been converted with a captivating 

purist design: white partition walls, glossy floors of sheet asphalt and 

elaborate ceiling lighting set the scene for the individual exhibits. Yet the 

exhibition hall has not lost any of its industrial charm, thanks to the ceiling 

crane structure, which has been restored only in part. The exhibition, which 

has been split into four areas, gives the visitor a vivid insight into the 

company's successful history: technical milestones such as ball bearings, 

bicycle hubs, engines, clutches or shock absorbers are as much a part of this 

as the changing face of marketing and motorsport over the years. Future 

ambitions of ZF are also presented here in a striking fashion. The building 

exterior itself puts visitors in the right mood for the world of ZF. The façade 

has been seamlessly surrounded with a custom-made GKD Sambesi 350 

and PC-Sambesi 350 stainless steel mesh. A total of thirty panels of the 

flexible Sambesi 350 cable mesh and ten panels of PC-Sambesi 350 mesh 

were used. The mesh panels were secured using the Fusiomesh clamp 

bonding technique used by GKD. The panels have been tensioned with 

forks, ensuring significantly greater stability. As special highlight, the 

architects have arranged all of the logos from the company's varied history 

next to each other along the metallic skin. The industrial base material 
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highlights the character of the exhibition, while at the same time acting as a 

semi-transparent façade covering and firm demarcation of the factory 

premises. 
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GKD – WORLD WIDE WEAVE 

As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the 

world market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four 

independent business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof: 

Industrial Mesh (woven metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts 

made of mesh and spirals), Architectural meshes (façades, safety and 

interior design made of metal fabrics) and Mediamesh® (Transparent media 

façades). With its headquarter in Germany and five other facilities in the US, 

South Africa, China, India and Chile – as well as its branches in France, 
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Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to markets 

anywhere in the world. 

 
For more information:    Please send a reprint to: 
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG   impetus.PR  
Metallweberstraße 46     Ursula Herrling-Tusch  
D-52353 Düren      Charlottenburger Allee 27-29  
Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0     D-52068 Aachen  
Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-211    Tel.: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-10  
E-Mail: metalfabrics@gkd.de     Fax: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-29  
www.gkd.de      E-Mail: herrling-tusch@impetus-pr.de 
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