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Metal mesh for cult stadium: 

boosted safety and aesthetics at the Oval Cricket 

Ground 

 

The Oval Cricket Ground – also known as The Oval or Kia Oval – is one 

of the world's best-known cricket stadiums. Since it was built in the 

London suburb of Kennington in 1858 it has experienced numerous 

refurbishments and extensions. When choosing a façade material for 

the latest extensions, Rolfe Judd Architects from London chose around 

500 square meters of the innovative Tigris Twist metal mesh from GKD 

– GEBR. KUFFERATH AG. 

 

Established in 1858, the Oval is the home of Surrey County Cricket Club 

(Surrey CCC) and also hosts national and international matches. During the 

course of the latest extension and modernization, the existing stand at the 

Vauxhall End was replaced by a new stand named after the legendary 

cricketer Peter May. This offers space for 1,450 more cricket fans, thus 

taking the overall capacity of the stadium to 25,300 seats. Visitors benefit 

from generous spectator areas housing a new restaurant, a bar, a large hall 

on the first floor spanning 1,300 square meters that can also be used for 

exhibitions and events, additional sanitary facilities and a roof terrace offering 

Surrey CCC members a fantastic view of the pitch. The neighboring Laker 

Stand was also subjected to alterations: seats on the first floor were replaced 

and a new viewing platform built. In addition, The Oval was given a new 

exterior façade. A total of 500 square meters of GKD's innovative Tigris Twist 

stainless steel mesh with gold-coated weft wire encircle the oval stadium, 

serving as both fall guard protection and a net to catch stray balls. The 

special cable construction of the new mesh type allows the mesh design to 



 

 2 

be twice as open as conventional weaves. As a result, apertures of 25 to 

40 mm between the weft wires can be realized. Rolfe Judd Architects opted 

for an opening size of 25 mm. The mesh type guarantees the flexibility of 

cable meshes and can be wrapped around edges, thus enabling the high-

quality appearance of the cable mesh to be combined with the openness of 

conventional PC fabrics. This advantage of the woven membrane was 

successfully utilized at The Oval, where it was deflected twice at the bottom 

edge. In order to attain the oval form, the trapezoidal steel frame structure is 

gently shaped into an oval. Rectangular mesh elements are fixed in this form 

with the proven mounting means consisting of round rods and eyebolts. The 

trapezoidal shape is realized by means of different joint widths. 
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GKD – WORLD WIDE WEAVE 

As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the 

world market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four 

independent business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof: 

Industrial Mesh (woven metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts 

made of mesh and spirals), Architectural meshes (façades, safety and 

interior design made of metal fabrics) and Mediamesh® (Transparent media 

façades). With its headquarter in Germany and five other facilities in the US, 

South Africa, China, India and Chile – as well as its branches in France, 

Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to markets 

anywhere in the world. 

 
For more information:    Please send a reprint to: 
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG   impetus.PR  
Metallweberstraße 46     Ursula Herrling-Tusch  
D-52353 Düren      Charlottenburger Allee 27-29  
Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0     D-52068 Aachen  
Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-211    Tel.: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-10  
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