WORLD WIDE WEAVE

Dubai — boomtown for extravagant architecture:
GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG favours the pearl of the United

Arab Emirates

Extravagant architecture and futuristic urban planning characterize the face of
Dubai, one of the world's most dynamic metropoles. Dubai has the only seven-star
hotel in the world, the biggest gold market in the Middle East, a bustling economy
and an abundance of leisure opportunities. And the latest futuristic project — Palm
Islands — is already being celebrated as the Eighth Wonder of the World. In order to
lengthen the emirate's current 70-kilometer coastline, two 10-kilometer long islands
are being built in the shape of palm trees which will increase Dubai's shoreline by
120 kilometers. This Monaco of the Orient will be ready in the course of 2004 to
welcome wealthy visitors with beautiful sandy beaches and noble villas, luxury
hotels and leisure areas. And this emirate of unlimited possibilities will attract
attention in the near future with an even more spectacular alternative. Hydropolis, a
luxury underwater hotel, is due to be opened in late 2006 at a depth of 20 meters

around 300 meters off Dubai's Jumeirah coastline.

This is what makes Dubai the pearl of the United Arab Emirates. It is cosmopolitan
and dynamic, yet also picturesque with its unique blend of modernity and tradition.
This is why the city has rapidly developed into the choice destination for an
exclusive class of tourist. The prognosis is for 15 million holidaymakers in 2010. And
an end to the construction boom is nowhere in sight, since the emirate is also
working at full speed to advance its status as an international centre for business,

commerce and banking.

New representative office opens on 1st May

It is against this background that the world's leading technical weaving mill GKD —

Gebr. Kufferath AG, Diren/Germany will open its own representative office in Dubai
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on 1st May 2004. GKD Middle East Ltd., run by the architect Wasim Kudsi in the
German Centre, will form a further international outpost of the German parent
company. Founded in 1925, the owner-managed technical weaving mill has seven
works — two in Germany, the rest in England, Ireland, Spain, the USA and South
Africa — as well as branches in France and China and agents all over the world thus
ensuring local presence in the most important markets worldwide. Technological
leadership and the consistent definition of new business areas are the reasons for
the leading international position of the company's three business units: filtration and

separation; process belt technology; and metallic fabrics for architecture and design.

GKD has already accomplished numerous prestige projects in the United Arab
Emirates with its architectural wire mesh CreativeWEAVE®. The staircase cladding
of the grandstand at the Nad Al Sheba camel race track was created using the mesh
type Tigris, as were the "Jewel Boxes" of the suspended ceiling at the Dubai
Convention Centre. The facade of the International Hotel at Dubai International
Airport is veiled by a shimmering metallic curtain made of Sambesi mesh. On Palm
Island, the semitransparent ceiling made of the metallic mesh Lago gives the
representative office an exclusive, spacious atmosphere. Filigree Mandarin mesh
made of bronze adorns the walls in the Equestrian Club of the Royal Family Abu
Dhabi. The woven metallic carpeting Tatami, named after the Japanese straw
matting which inspired it, lends a subtle design note to the Health Club in Abu
Dhabi.

CreativeWEAVE®: brilliant aesthetics, convincing functionality

The textile-like structure of GKD architectural wire mesh — supple, flexible, reflective,
transparent or opaque — provides endless design scope for planners. Furthermore,
the material is fire-resistant, maintenance-free, practically unlimited in its service life,
insensitive to impact and easy to clean. Even the salty sea air, the sandstorms or
the glaring heat of the Persian Gulf can do nothing to impair the eternal beauty of
the metallic fabric. Wire mesh also offers special qualities when it comes to acoustic

insulation, the reduction of draughts and the construction of sunscreen elements.
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At the Hotel Show in Dubai from 17th to 19th May, 2004, GKD will be presenting the
company's latest development: Crystal Weave, a metallic mesh with Swarovski
crystals woven into it. With accentuated lighting, this unique material combination —
used as wall cladding, partition screens or ceiling elements — gives rooms a
fascinating visual note which is transformed from one moment to the next into

something completely new.

Architectural wire mesh leads the way

"With the new representative office, we are now showing our colours after years of
presence in the Arabic countries”, says GKD Managing Director Dr. Stephan
Kufferath, explaining the strategy behind the opening of the new representative
office. Closeness to the customer has always been the company's motto. "We
believe that there will also be sustained growth in the architectural sector in Arabic
countries." he continues. "The second step will then be to see whether, in the long

run, our two other business units can also be successfully positioned here."

GKD - WORLD WIDE WEAVE

As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the world
market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four independent
business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof: Industrial Mesh (woven
metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts made of mesh and spirals),
Architectural meshes (facades, safety and interior design made of metal fabrics) and
Mediamesh® (Transparent media facades). With its headquarter in Germany and

five other facilities in the US, South Africa, China, India and Chile — as well as its
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branches in France, Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to

markets anywhere in the world.

For more information:

GKD — GEBR. KUFFERATH AG
MetallweberstraBe 46

D-52353 Diiren

Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0

Fax: +49 (0) 2421/ 803-211
E-Mail: metalfabrics@gkd.de
www.gkd.de

Please send a reprint to:
impetus.PR

Ursula Herrling-Tusch
Charlottenburger Allee 27-29
D-52068 Aachen

Tel.: +49 (0) 241/ 189 25-10

Fax: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-29

E-Mail: herrling-tusch@impetus-pr.de


http://www.gkd.de/
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Bild 2, Jewel Box aus Tigris Gewebe an der Decke des

Dubai Convention Centre
Picture 2, Jewel Boxes of tigris mesh at the ceiling of the

Dubai Convention Centre

Bild 1, Dr. Stephan Kufferath und Ingo Kufferath
Picture 1, Dr. Stephan Kufferath and Ingo Kufferath
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Nad Al Sheba camel race track
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Bild 3, Fassadenverkleidung im Terminal des
Dubai International Airport
Picture 3, external facade in the terminal of the

Dubai International Airport

GKD — GEBR. KUFFERATH AG, Diiren



	GKD in Dubai_
	Printvorlage GKH Dubai_ht

