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GKD: Success across the board 

Double-digit growth in demanding markets 

 

 
 

"In a continuingly challenging market environment, we have succeeded in 

raising sales and profits to the highest level in the last four years," says Dr. 

Stephan Kufferath, Director of GKD – Gebr. Kufferath AG, expressing his 

great satisfaction with the outcome of the financial year 2014. The main 

drivers of this positive development were good sales successes with new 

products in all three business units – SOLID WEAVE (industrial mesh), 

WEAVE IN MOTION (process belt mesh) and CREATIVE WEAVE 

(architectural mesh) – and a rally in sales of key applications. As a global 

technological leader in the field of woven mesh-based media and system 

solutions for industry and architecture, the GKD Group achieved a group 

turnover to the tune of 79.1 million euros in 2014. Compared to the previous 

year, this was an increase of 13 percent. Thanks to this positive profit 

position, the equity ratio rose from 45 to 50 percent. The owner-managed 

non-listed joint stock corporation achieved its greatest growth in sales in the 

USA and in Asia. In 2014, GKD invested round 3.5 million euros in the 

expansion of the technical capacity of its parent facility in Dueren, Germany. 

With 665 employees worldwide (2013: 653) on the balance sheet date, GKD 

had further increased its global presence. In the Dueren works, in Germany's 

Rhineland, 410 members of staff (2013: 402) were employed on the reporting 

date, 20 of them trainees (2013: 23). With purposeful expansion of its multi-

platform strategy and the digital networking of its production, this third-

generation family business plans to exploit further opportunities for growth.  

 

"After a challenging year in 2013, which was burdened by exceptional expenses 

incurred through pulling out of structurally unprofitable businesses, we wanted to 

get back to our old strengths," says Director Stephan Kufferath, sketching the
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company's expectations for the business year just completed. "The balance 

shows," he continues, "that the consistent implementation of our strategy – namely 

to strengthen our core business and develop new markets through product 

innovation or product further development – really paid off." The GKD - SOLID 

WEAVE business unit once again experienced a clear increase in demand over 

the previous year for product developments that play a key role in low-pressure 

exhaust gas recirculation (LP EGR) systems for the reduction of CO2 in motor 

vehicles. In addition, revitalised key applications like mesh filters for inkjet printers 

also contributed significantly to the 8 percent increase in revenue in this business 

unit. In the second half of the year, there was also a noticeable upswing in water 

filtration, a key strategic issue for GKD, leading to correspondingly positive 

earnings forecasts for the current financial year 2015. This reflects the fact that the 

theme of water processing in all its forms – waste water, ballast water, process 

water and drinking water – is a declared focus topic for GKD. It also involves the 

consistent alignment of all three business units of the family business towards 

being a key solutions partner for ecologically relevant applications. The business 

unit GKD - WEAVE IN MOTION succeeded in increasing its record turnover from 

the previous year by a further 3 percent. This was due mainly to the successful 

market launch of heating belts for the corrugated board sector. But there was also 

a distinctively positive development in business with coated metal mesh belts that 

offer diverse optimisation potential for challenging production processes. In 

addition, there was also clear growth in sales of products for the nonwovens 

sector, also including coated belts. With a leap in sales development, GKD - 

CREATIVE WEAVE benefited from the successful positioning of its range of 

systems for energetic or acoustic building optimisation. Along with sun shade 

systems, acoustic ceiling systems and bridge and safety balustrading experienced 

a surge in orders. As a result, this business unit was able to increase sales in its 

core business of architectural mesh by 23 percent in 2014. Sales of transparent 

media façades, which had already increased in 2013, became even more dynamic  

in 2014. Thanks to the technological edge provided by the new LED generation,
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MEDIAMESH® experienced a lively rate of incoming orders in 2014, both for the 6-

LEDs-per-pixel version and for the new RGB SMD version.  

 

Strong growth thanks to market proximity 

GKD's overseas subsidiaries can also look back on a successful business year. 

The strongest growth in revenues was achieved by the Group in the USA: an 

increase of 13 percent. But the facilities in Africa, South America and India also 

made significant contributions to the overall result. In India, the current focus is on 

the production of fine meshes for filtration technology, but the architectural mesh 

sector is gathering considerable momentum there. In South America, the available 

capacity offered by all three works is already close to being fully utilised. To exploit 

growth potential, GKD has therefore decided on the simultaneous implementation 

of a multi-platform strategy in several product sectors. "Our aim is to be able to 

respond to the needs of our customers faster and better because we're right there 

where they need our products," says Stephan Kufferath, explaining these plans. 

Accordingly, the subsidiaries, especially those in India and South America, will 

increasingly be producing for local customers. "Our subsidiaries were very 

successful in 2014. For this reason, expansion of these locations is the order of the 

day," Stephan Kufferath says. His brother and Co-Director, Ingo Kufferath, who is 

responsible, among other things, for global production scheduling, adds: "For 

several years now we have been consistently shifting mature products and 

technologies to where the markets are.“ These shifts make space in the Dueren 

parent facility for the introduction of new technologies. "Through investments 

amounting to 3.5 million euros into new technologies and the expansion of existing 

capacities, we have created the basis for further profitable growth in the coming 

years," says Ingo Kufferath. The procurement of four new looms, the construction 

of two clean rooms and the automation of key processes in production and 

finishing that all took place in 2014 in the Dueren parent facility are a clear 

indication of the high production standards that GKD has set itself. 
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Digital transformation to secure future success 

In addition to increasing its activities in high-growth regions, in 2015 GKD will also 

be focusing on digital networking of production as a core instrument for 

differentiation and for growth. "We have made huge investments in recent years in 

order to bring our machine park completely up to date. Its intelligent networking is 

the next step towards securing sustainable future success," Ingo Kufferath 

explains. "For this reason, in the next three years we will be making massive 

investments into the digital transformation of our operations to make our Group fit 

for Industry 4.0." The objective is the introduction of a Manufacturing Execution 

System (MES) that will document, control and track all data along the entire 

process chain to ensure flawless performance and complete traceability. By the 

end of 2018, a central knowledge database for quality and production will have 

been created which will automatically control and evaluate the complete production 

process from incoming goods through to delivery of products. "We see the 

resultant transformation of our production processes into smart production 

processes as a growth strategy, one that will enable us, through smart products, to 

still be a technology and market leader in tomorrow's world," says Ingo Kufferath, 

explaining the intention behind the plan. The prospects are good for repeated 

success in this financial year because the drivers in 2014 are now having an even 

stronger effect in 2015. In view of this, GKD's Board of Directors anticipates further 

high double-digit growth for the current business year 2015.  

 

8.135 characters incl. spaces 

 
 
 
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG 

 

The owner-run technical weaver GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG is the global 

market leader for metal and plastic woven solutions. Under the umbrella of 

GKD – WORLD WIDE WEAVE the company combines four independent
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business units: SOLID WEAVE (industrial meshes), WEAVE IN MOTION 

(process belt meshes), CREATIVE WEAVE (architectural meshes) and 

COMPACT FILTRATION (compact filter systems). With its seven plants – 

including the headquarters in Germany and other facilities in the US, Great 

Britain, South Africa, China, India and Chile – as well as its branches in 

France, Spain, Dubai, Qatar and worldwide representatives, GKD is never far 

from its customers. 

 
 
For more information:     Please send a reprint to:  
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG    impetus.PR  
Metallweberstraße 46     Ursula Herrling-Tusch  
D-52353 Düren     Charlottenburger Allee 27-29  
Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0     D-52068 Aachen  
Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-233     Tel.: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-10  
E-mail: solidweave@gkd.de     Fax: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-29  
www.gkd.de      E-mail: herrling-tusch@impetus-pr.de 
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Picture 3: For the separation of particles > 

50 µm, ballast water treatment systems 

employ filter catridges and discs. 
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Picture 4: Made-to-measure dryer belt from GKD meets 

the special requirements of the thick insulation products. 

Picture 1: The CEOs of GKD: Ingo and Dr. 

Stephan Kufferath. 

Picture 2: AGR-filter with Volumetric Mesh by GKD –  

SOLID WEAVE for the automotive industry. 
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Picture 6: The ceiling system with Aluminium mesh of the type 

CMP-Alu 6010 ensures pleasant acoustics in the conference 

room. 
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Picture 7: The solar protection mesh from GKD – GEBR. 

KUFFERATH AG lends the Luna Apartments in Melbourne its 

functional convenience combined with an unmistakeable 

appearance. 

Picture 5: The dewatered gypsum dissolves from the belt. 


