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Protective membrane for pedestrian bridge 

 

The Griffith Drive Pedestrian Bridge in British Columbia, Canada, leads 

over a busy four-lane highway and connects Edmonds Town Centre 

South with a high school. The bridge design realized by the architects 

at Perkins+Will perfectly meets the municipal authorities' key 

requirements with regard to aesthetics and safety. For the transparent 

appearance of the construction, the developers chose Futura stainless 

steel fabric from GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG. 

 

The pedestrian bridge on Griffith Drive, to the south of Burnaby, leads over a 

busy highway and connects a residential area with a school. The most 

striking design feature of the footbridge, which is around 3.70 meters wide 

and 20 meters long, is an arch reaching several meters into the sky. It tilts 

diagonally over the bridge and is connected to the supporting structure by 

fine stainless steel wires. A total of 34 panels made of 102 square meters of 

Futura 3110 metallic fabric arch upward, tilting gently toward the middle of 

the bridge. These adorn the edges of the walkway while also serving as a 

reliable fall guard protection. The elements are around two and a half meters 

high and grant pedestrians an unobstructed view of their surroundings while 

also conveying a sense of safety through their transparency. The transparent 

fabric was fixed in place using the tried and tested structure with round rods 

and eyebolts. A crucial argument for choosing the metallic fabric from GKD 

was the low maintenance requirements of the material. This is easier on the 

city's budget while still guaranteeing that the construction remains equally 

attractive for decades to come. It was therefore only logical that the bridge 

was named project of the year by the Public Works Association of British 

Columbia in the year of its completion. 
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GKD – WORLD WIDE WEAVE 

As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the 

world market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four 

independent business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof: 

Industrial Mesh (woven metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts 

made of mesh and spirals), Architectural meshes (façades, safety and 

interior design made of metal fabrics) and Mediamesh® (Transparent media 

façades). With its headquarter in Germany and five other facilities in the US, 

South Africa, China, India and Chile – as well as its branches in France, 

Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to markets 

anywhere in the world. 

 
For more information:    Please send a reprint to: 
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG   impetus.PR  
Metallweberstraße 46     Ursula Herrling-Tusch  
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D-52353 Düren      Charlottenburger Allee 27-29  
Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0     D-52068 Aachen  
Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-211    Tel.: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-10  
E-Mail: metalfabrics@gkd.de     Fax: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-29  
www.gkd.de      E-Mail: herrling-tusch@impetus-pr.de 
 

http://www.gkd.de/

