WORLD WIDE WEAVE

Taking a look behind the scenes:

Newspaper readers visiting GKD

At the invitation of the newspapers in Aachen over 200 readers were
keen to see GKD — GEBR. KUFFERATH AG for themselves — ten times
more than is permitted for safety reasons. The publishing house
therefore decided to hold a raffle to decide who would receive the hotly

contested visitors” spots.

Standing on the street, it is hard to imagine the sheer dimensions of the
Duren facility or the many different activities that go on inside. The
headquarters of GKD covers an area of more than 55,000 square meters.
The halls are home to all manufacturing steps, from production planning,
through workshops, laboratories, weaving halls for industrial mesh, process
belts and metal fabrics, to the halls for further processing and preassembly .
In an introductory speech, GKD Director Dr. Stephan Kufferath offered the
guests an initial overview of the many fields of application in which the woven
mesh designs are used. Taking various examples, he explained how all of
the company’s products contribute to making the world a safer, cleaner and
healthier place to live. Whether it is filtration solutions for water processing
for local municipalities, industry or shipping, lightning strike protection mesh
for aircrafts, filters for exhaust gas purification in motor vehicles, process
belts for pressing, baking, freezing or drying foodstuffs, belts for
manufacturing hygiene products like diapers, or woven systems for
optimizing energy consumption or acoustic performance in buildings, as fall
guard protection or media facade, the guests were clearly fascinated by the
wide range of applications covered by GKD as market leader. Other much-
admired examples included the weaving of metal wires less than a third the

thickness of a human hair or robot manufacturing under cleanroom
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conditions. The visitors were then able to view and experience both of these
for themselves during a tour of the ultra-modern production environment at
the family business steeped in tradition. In the subsequent discussion, those
in attendance learned that the term ‘family business’ not only refers to the
founder family at GKD, but also to the many employees that are working
here in their second or even third generation. However, job profiles have
obviously changed quite radically over the years. Today, GKD not only offers
training for twelve different careers, but also regularly employs student
trainees that write their final dissertation here. It is not unusual for the next
generation of managers to come from this group, as filling these positions
internally is an explicit aim of GKD.
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As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the
world market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four
independent business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof:
Industrial Mesh (woven metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts
made of mesh and spirals), Architectural meshes (facades, safety and
interior design made of metal fabrics) and Mediamesh® (Transparent media
facades). With its headquarter in Germany and five other facilities in the US,
South Africa, China, India and Chile — as well as its branches in France,
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Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to markets

anywhere in the world.

For more information:

GKD — GEBR. KUFFERATH AG
MetallweberstraBe 46

D-52353 Diiren

Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0

Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-227
E-Mail: info@gkd.de
www.gkd.de
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