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GKD Team fit for future at the Cologne Marathon 

 

25,000 runners, inline skaters and hand cyclists from all over the world 

took part in the 17th Cologne Marathon at this famous cathedral city on 

the Rhine. And for the first time, Dirk Leibel, Sascha Schönecken and 

Dirk Bongartz from GKD were right in the thick of it.  

 

Over 5,000 runners stayed the course for the full 42.195 winding kilometres 

through Cologne's city centre. With thousands of spectators cheering the 

runners on at the starting line in Cologne-Deutz on the right bank of the 

Rhine, drizzle and strong winds could do nothing to dampen spirits. For the 

first time in a long time, the finishing line was once again Cologne Cathedral 

itself, an added motivation for the final sprint. Dirk Leibel clocked the fastest 

time for the GKD team with 3:58:54 hours, followed by Sascha Schönecken 

with 4:05:38 hours and Dirk Bongartz with 4:11:43 hours. 

 

In changing line-ups, the GKD Team fit for future regularly takes part in 

athletic competitions. And the current team members are justifiably proud of 

their successful debut at the Cologne Marathon. The next challenge for the 

team, this time in a larger line-up, will be the relatively shorter 18 kilometre 

Aachen City and Region Winter Run in December 2013. 

 

GKD – WORLD WIDE WEAVE 

As a privately owned technical weaver, GKD - Gebr. Kufferath AG is the 

world market leader in metal, synthetic and spiral mesh solutions. Four 

independent business divisions bundle their expertise under one roof: 

Industrial Mesh (woven metal mesh and filter solutions), Process Belts (belts 

made of mesh and spirals), Architectural meshes (façades, safety and 

interior design made of metal fabrics) and Mediamesh® (Transparent media 
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façades). With its headquarter in Germany and five other facilities in the US, 

South Africa, China, India and Chile – as well as its branches in France, 

Spain, Dubai and worldwide representatives, GKD is close to markets 

anywhere in the world. 

 
For more information:    Please send a reprint to: 
GKD – GEBR. KUFFERATH AG   impetus.PR  
Metallweberstraße 46     Ursula Herrling-Tusch  
D-52353 Düren      Charlottenburger Allee 27-29  
Tel.: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-0     D-52068 Aachen  
Fax: +49 (0) 2421 / 803-227    Tel.: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-10  
E-Mail: info@gkd.de     Fax: +49 (0) 241 / 189 25-29  
www.gkd.de      E-Mail: herrling-tusch@impetus-pr.de 
 

http://www.gkd.de/

